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preparations and hard work 
by all the committee people 
and everyone that assisted, 
our convention day had ar-
rived, but of course not with-
out me coming down with 
pneumonia weeks before the 
convention.  Well, needless 
to say, everything went well.  
I was so glad that I decided to 
get involved and have lots of 
participation. 
 Well, once that con-
vention was done and over 
with, I went back to work as 
usual.  I felt like I needed a 
break and a break I did take.  
Before I knew it, the follow-
ing year had slid by me and I 
don’ t know where it went.  
All of a sudden it was time to 
get ready to now travel up to 
northwest Indiana for yet 
another convention, and not 
only to attend the convention 
but to accept the reigns of 
your state association.   
 
Continued on page 3 
 

YES, WE CAN! 
 
 Where it all started.   
I remember when my hus-
band first told me about the 
possibilities of moving away 
from Houston, Texas.  My 
first response was, 
“Absolutely not!”   I wouldn’ t 
even hear of it.  I’d be leav-
ing my new home, my family 
and friends.  I couldn’ t even 
imagine myself anywhere 
else but Houston.  Well, I 
finally agreed to give Indiana 
a try.  It was quite an adjust-
ment and I decided to take 
the challenge, and now I find 
myself here as your president.  
Thank you to you all for your 
vote of confidence. 
 After moving here, 
things happened rapidly, I 
began working and time 
started moving along so 
quickly that I was asking 
myself just where does time 
go?  I delved into the profes-
sion and then I began attend-
ing the conventions in our 
state.  Actually the first con-
vention I attended was in 
Chesterton, Indiana.  Joyce 
Shinault and I made the drive 
to Chesterton as I was run-
ning very close to my .CEU 
requirements expiring.  I 
couldn’ t believe that I had let 
myself wait until the last min-
ute.  Well, there we were at 
the convention in Chesterton.  
After the morning sessions 

we were at the business meet-
ing enjoying our lunch.  I can 
almost remember what was 
on the menu.  And I can say 
ALMOST, like it was just 
recently. 
 We were listening to 
the discussions at the busi-
ness meeting when all of a 
sudden there was solicitation 
for the position of president-
elect.  Well, after sitting there 
quietly for a few moments 
and a few nudges, I was rais-
ing my hand for the position.  
I surprised myself but I knew 
that I wanted to be more in-
volved with my profession 
and the association.  In addi-
tion to now accepting the 
position of “president-elect,”  
I had also volunteered to 
chair the convention commit-
tee for the 2005 convention.  
I thought to myself, “What 
have I just done?” 
 I came home and 
announced the news to my 
friends as well as my husband 
about being “president-elect,”  
and the comment I heard 
from my husband was, “Does 
that mean I will now be the 
first man?”   Of course after 
laughing about it, it was time 
to get to work.  The work 
began and the staging plans 
were under way for what 
turned out to be one of the 
best attended conventions in 
Indiana.  Pretty much all of 
you remember our 2005 con-
vention as do I.  After all the 
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and want to help, and to you I 
say “ thank you.”   I have 
many ideas in mind and as 
time goes along, the many of 
you will hear about them. 
 The next two years 
will bring on plenty of work, 
in addition to my other every-
day work.  As I am brain-
storming here and writing my 
article, I am preparing for the 
big “Leadership Conference”  
hosted by NCRA and I plan 
to really take notes and bring 
all the training back to Indi-
ana.  As I’ve mentioned be-
fore in previous articles, I, 
along with the help of all of 
you, plan to put Indiana on 
the map and keep it there.  I 
know that there is much to do 
and focus on, but I firmly 
believe that TOGETHER WE 
CAN thrive and move our 
association forward! 
 I’d like to leave the 
students of our state with 
some thoughts about your 
endeavors to achieve becom-
ing a court reporter.  At one 
point in my career I almost 
decided to leave the field, but 
after much thought, I decided 
instead of going through a lot 
more schooling, I made the 
decision to start giving back 
to my profession.  I knew that 
what I was doing I really 
loved and couldn’ t even be-
gin to imagine myself else-
where, so here I am.   
 I know that through 
many training sessions, so-
cializations, and gatherings, 
together we can accomplish 
things.  I look forward to 
serving you the members of 
ISRA, and to you I say, 
“YES, WE CAN.”   Together 
we can grow, educate each 
other and learn.  Again, I say 
thank you to you all for your 
confidence and all of your 
support. 
 Court reporting is a 
very specialized field.  I 
know I am not mentioning 
anything new to any of you 
reading this, but to the stu-
dents, I say this.  When I de-

cided to become a court re-
porter it had been eight years 
since I graduated high school.  
I was working at a full-time 
job and had my first son, Jr., 
and he was about the age of 2 
½.  Court reporting was not 
difficult for me.  I progressed 
along in classes rapidly at the 
beginning.  It took lots of 
practice, practice, practice.  I 
very quickly learned that 
there was no secret to ad-
vancing in classes.  It took a 
lot and it became very drain-
ing at times.  As I went along, 
my school kept changing 
graduation requirements on 
us.  I found myself with 
added time to my curriculum.   
 Well, I continued to 
plug along.  Once I reached 
my speed of 180, to my sur-
prise I discovered that my 
husband and I were expecting 
our second child, Erik.  I be-
gan to ask myself, can I con-
tinue on?  Well, I knew that I 
could.  I had come a long 
way and I was not about to 
just give it all up.  I was tired 
a lot of the times but I still 
did not give up.  Once this 
blessed event in our lives 
came along, it was time to get 
back up and start at it again.  
The practice sessions started 
again and I was on my way. 
 Along the way I did 
discover that it is so very true 
that if you read to your child 
while you are awaiting his or 
her arrival, your child really 
listens to you.  Once Erik 
began speaking in complete 
sentences, his sentences be-
gan with the words “You 
know…”  I thought to my-
self, how funny.  During 
court reporting school we did 
plenty of reading back of our 
notes out loud in class, and of 
course, as many of you work-
ing reporters out there and 
students in class know, how 
many times have we heard 
the words “you know”?   
 Needless to say, 
after resuming my practicing 
sessions, it paid off, gradua-

tion day had arrived.  So after 
all the practicing, road de-
tours and everyday life activi-
ties in my life, I made it.  I 
was now a “graduate”  of 
court reporting school, and 
then prepared for my certifi-
cation tests (CSR and RPR), 
and lo and behold, there I 
was, Leticia V. Salas, CSR-
RPR.   
 And just to let you 
further know, I don’ t plan on 
stopping with those initials, I 
still plan on pursuing certifi-
cation all the way to the top. 
 So I say to you stu-
dents, the future of our pro-
fession, “Don’ t give up.  
PRACTICE, PRACTICE and 
CONTINUE TO PRAC-
TICE,”  and before you know 
it, your day will arrive.  And 
in the interim, I strongly sug-
gest that you surround your-
selves with other students, 
reporters and a strong support 
group.  In this profession, as 
well as probably any other 
profession, it’ s important to 
have a good support group.  I 
contribute my success in this 
profession to my immediate 
family, and in particular my 
husband, Juan.  From the get-
go he has backed me 110 
percent.  And to him, I say 
“ thank you, thank you, thank 
you.”  
 I will continue to 
stress the pursuing of certifi-
cation and you will one day 
as well have the initials CSR, 
RPR and many of you will 
achieve the other certifica-
tions as well. 
 I am here to help, 
learn, help educate and serve.  
My e-mail address as well as 
my contact information can 
be found on your associa-
tion’s new web site address 
of:  www.insra.net, and our 
new address is:   P.O. Box 
877, Fishers, IN  46038.  
Please mark your address 
books and feel free to contact 
me any time you’d like.  Re-
member, YES, WE CAN!! 
 

YES WE CAN (continued 
from front page)   
 
Of course it was a pretty busy 
summer at work and it’ s 
something I always enjoy 
doing.  I love to keep busy.   
 Travel day had now 
arrived and I hadn’ t even 
packed until the day of my 
travels.  I was running around 
as usual, but of course, that’s 
a court reporter’s life!  I love 
it and I wouldn’ t trade the 
profession for another.   
 Our first day of the 
convention I attended the 
sessions as well as trying to 
meet with Tina Clarke 
DeBone, our president then, 
to start taking over posses-
sion of the many files in-
volved in handling the busi-
ness of the association.  For 
the most part, Tina, as well as 
others, couldn’ t believe how 
quiet I was.  I couldn’ t even 
believe it myself.  The day 
was progressing and the 
clock was ticking.  I guess to 
my demise, I was just in 
shock.  The files started to 
change hands, explanations 
coming my way and I felt 
overwhelmed.  Now I really 
started to think, “Oh, my 
God, what have I gotten my-
self into?”   Due to the switch-
ing of officers and the switch-
ing of files, I was unable to 
visit with the many of you in 
attendance like I would have 
wanted to.  I will try and 
make many visits to different 
places and hopefully plan to 
meet as many of you, the 
members, as I possibly can. 
 Well, it wasn’ t until 
that afternoon that I was 
sworn in along with your 
other officers of the associa-
tion that it had sunk in.  I was 
back to my old talkative and 
laughing self and told myself, 
“You can do this.  You’ re not 
alone.”   As I said, it all sunk 
in and I then realized that I 
am not alone.  I know there 
are many people out there 
who have already stepped up 
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career for me.  I loved short-
hand in school and have al-
ways been a quick typist.  
More importantly, I have 
always had a fascination with 
the legal field.   
 When asked in the 
6th grade to do a project 
showing what we wanted to 
be when we got older, I re-
member drawing a big desk 
with a judge behind it.  I 
think I’ve always been en-
thralled by the law because I 
happen to love a good debate.  
However, I like to be right, 
which is where being a judge 
comes into play.  Due to my 
age and situation, pursuing a 
career in law would take 
more time than I am willing 
to take away from my chil-
dren.  Court reporting gives 
me the opportunity to still 
work in that arena within a 

reasonable amount of time.  
Of course, as many court 
reporting students are aware, 
you do experience a little car 
trouble from time to time.   
 I’m two years into 
the program now, and I defi-
nitely feel like I’m stuck in 
traffic.  Financial burdens are 
mounting, I’m a little burned 
out, and the constant question 
of “When are you going to be 
done?”  keeps ringing in my 
ears.  However, I am deter-
mined to stay the course be-
cause I know in my heart that 
I’ve made the right decision.  
I know all the hard work and 
frustration will be worth it 
when I cross that finish line.  
Some day I will walk into a 
room with satisfaction of 
knowing that I am the only 
person in the room who can 
do what I do, and that I have 

earned the right to be there.  
Court reporting will allow me 
the flexibility to take care of 
my children’s needs, and 
hopefully, the needs of others 
along the way.  Of course, the 
best part is I get to wear “big 
girl”  clothes like an adult and 
actually get paid to be there! 
 At the end of the 
day, my sole wish is to have a 
balance in my life.  It has 
taken me a few years to real-
ize that a life choice is just 
that, a choice.  You are the 
driver, and just because you 
chose to take the back roads 
at the beginning of the trip, 
doesn’ t mean you can’ t jump 
in the highway later.  Getting 
to the destination is all that 
really matters.  

Life is comprised of choices.  
Around every corner there’s 
another corner, and you have 
to choose which road you’ re 
going down.  Everyone is 
trying to get to the same 
place on as little fuel as pos-
sible.  The downside is, no 
one gets a map.  Hence the 
word, “choice.”  
 My name is Kelly 
Yurko, and I’d like to tell you 
about the road I’m currently 
traveling on.  My story is not 
unique.  After an unexpected 
divorce, I found myself a 
single, middle-aged mother 
of two with no more than a 
high school education.  I had 
two choices.  I could get a job 
or get a career.  I chose to fill 
up the tank and start the long 
haul.  After determining my 
strengths and interests, court 
reporting seemed like the 
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 Mailings is one of the associations highest expenses.  In an effort to keep costs down, we 
are in the process of converting over to e-mail delivery of all communications sent from the asso-
ciation.  The first step is the newsletter, you may have noticed that you also received an e-mail stat-
ing that the newsletter is now available online with a link to the ISRA website.  If you did not re-
ceive an email, we do not have a correct e-mail address for you.  Please take a moment to update 
this information on the INSRA.NET website. 
 This is the last newsletter you will receive in paper form unless requested.  If you would 
like to continue to receive the newsletter in paper form, please visit INSRA.NET and follow the 
link for newsletters.  There will be a button for you to send an e-mail to the editor requesting a pa-
per copy.  It’ s as easy as that.  Please keep in mind that we need an e-mail address for every mem-
ber to ensure you get information timely.  You will also be receiving in the next week your mem-
bership renewal form.  Please be sure to check over all your information to make sure it is correct.  
If at any time during the year you need to make changes to your contact information, please visit 
INSRA.NET to make those changes. 
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The website is new and improved.  Association information as well as many links to research information such as doctor’s and attor-
ney’s names, medical, legal, slang terminology and many, many more.  Come and check us out the next time you need to find some-
thing.  Additionally, if you have any good sites that you use, please send  us an e-mail, clink on the links button at the bottom of the 
links page. 



quitting work in order to go 
to school full time.  Most of 
us are part-time students with 
work and home commitments 
in addition to this idea of 
becoming a court reporter.  
There are times when I think 
this is all too much.  Why do 
I spend all of my spare time 
and time that really should be 
devoted to my family, run-
ning my fingers across the 
keys of this funny machine 
hoping that the correct words 
come out on the other side 
with the feeling that I’m the 
only one who cares. 

I attended the ISRA 
convention a few weeks ago 
and was excited at all the 
students that were in atten-
dance.  I sat there listening to 
the concerns of working court 
reporters, such as the short-
age of qualified individuals 
as well as the fear of being 
replaced by alternatives to 
steno reporting.  My opinion 

is that the alternatives are 
chosen by necessity.  Pretty 
soon, maybe not in the work-
ing life of the steno reporters 
in that room, there will be a 
shortage of steno reporters.  
Without students graduating 
and carrying on the torch of 
steno reporting, the alterna-
tives will then be the main 
stream method of reporting 
with steno reporting being 
used in fewer and fewer in-
stances.  I believe this should 
be one of the main concerns 
of working reporters. 

I believe that most 
reporters would like to see 
their profession continue.  In 
my opinion, it was not evi-
dent at the conference and not 
evident in the daily lives of 
students.  When was the last 
time you spoke with a student 
and gave them some encour-
agement?  When was the last 
time you visited a school and 
spoke with students about 

reporting and encouraged 
them to continue and tell 
them that in the long run it 
will be worth it?  In Indiana, 
the two court reporting 
schools are Wilson College in 
Indianapolis, 317-787-6863 
and College of Court Report-
ing in Hobart, (866) 294-
3974. These are the things 
that students need. 

We all live busy 
lives, but if everything con-
tinues in the same way, when 
you tell your grandchildren 
what you did for a profession 
and you say I was a steno 
court reporter, they will 
probably say “what is that?”   
Please help.  Call the schools, 
ask how you can help.  En-
courage students you know, 
just don’ t ask them what 
speed they are at, ask them 
how you can help. 

They  will thank you 
and so will your  profession. 

Whenever a student 
talks to a working reporter, 
the reporter can always relate 
to the frustrations of school, 
the plateaus and uncertainty 
of being able to accomplish 
the goal of being a court re-
porter.  The most common 
question the students ask is: 
How did you get through?  
Well, there isn’ t a magic po-
tion or some secret home 
remedy that anyone is going 
to be able to give you.  Their 
answer is always practice, 
practice and more practice.  I 
am one of those students and 
have heard that from not just 
one, but many, many report-
ers.  My response to those 
reporters is: What else can I 
do?  If indeed you are prac-
ticing, practicing and practic-
ing, I am sure you are not in 
the dilemma of hitting that 
plateau or maybe you are. 

In today’s world, we 
do not have the luxury of 
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 Historic… picturesque… a hub of outdoor adventure and urban sophistication: that’s Vancouver. When you register for NCRA’s 
Midyear Conference in this unique city, you’ ll start your journey toward a destination unlike any you’ve visited before…and memo-

ries that will last a lifetime. 

You wouldn’ t think of visiting such an exciting international city without the essentials: a good pair of walking shoes, your digital 
camera, your travel journal – and your passport! (see page 19) 
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IS ANYONE OUT THERE? 
 

  In the March, 1955 issue of Scientific American, Dr. John Kraus, Professor Emeritus and McDougal Professor of Electrical 
Engineering and Astronomy at the Ohio State University, described a concept to scan the cosmos for natural radio signals using a flat
-plane radio telescope equipped with a parabolic reflector. His concept was approved for construction by Ohio State University. With 
the aid of $71,000 in grants by the National Science Foundation, construction of the radio telescope began on a 20-acre plot in Dela-
ware, Ohio. The 360-foot wide, 500-foot long, and 70-foot high telescope was powered up in 1963. This Ohio State University radio 
telescope was called the BIG EAR. It was later termed the world’s first SETI program or Search for Extra-Terrestrial Intelligence.  
      The approach of SETI was to survey the sky to detect or “ listen”  for the existence of transmissions from a civilization on a 
distant planet. SETI was, simply put, an interstellar listening device. This was not a trivial task. Our Milky Way galaxy is some 
100,000 light years across containing some hundred billion stars. Searching or listening to the skies for some faint signal is an ex-
hausting and time-consuming effort.  
  Project META or Megachannel Extra-Terrestrial Assay was launched in 1985 with the capacity of 8.4 million channels to 
distinguish between signals of terrestrial versus extraterrestrial origin. The 131,000 channels existing before 1985 were not enough to 
search the sky in detail at a rapid enough pace.*   
 

 THE LITTLE EAR VERSUS THE BIG EAR 
 

All Court Reporters possess a highly sensitive, intricate detection system to capture sound. They are called EARS or the 
little ears compared to the BIG EAR. Whereas SETI scans the universe to detect and draw in transmissions from anywhere in the 
universe, Court Reporters, whatever the method used, must have discerning ears. We often listen to loud voices, soft voices, multiple 
voices, voices with accents, voices in another language, emotional voices, rapid speakers and voices that often speak at the same 
time. After all this listening, we then prepare a professional and accurate record of what our ears heard. Unlike SETI though, we 
must demarcate between what is noise and what is testimony to prepare a verbatim record.  

ER or electronic reporting can record voices and sound and noise. ER consists of two elements: (1) the electronic court re-
porter who supervises the recording process and is responsible for preparing the transcript; and (2) the sound recording equipment 
itself.  
 

HOW WE DO WHAT WE DO 
 

Both freelance and official ER Reporters currently use analog or digital recording equipment. For years courts with ER gen-
erally used Sony BM-246 four to eight-channel recording equipment. Analog audio recording electronically imprints sound patterns 
on magnetic cassette tapes. Cassette tapes can be recorded at either a tape speed of 2.4 centimeters per second or 1.2 centimeters per 
second. One cassette tape could record from 90 minutes to three hours of proceedings depending on the tape speed. Due to recording 
on four channels at once, only one side of the cassette can be utilized. 

It was impossible with these units to tape over something previously recorded as they had a built-in fail-safe mechanism 
that would stop the recording immediately. Some courtrooms and freelance ER reporters still use this equipment although it is gradu-
ally being phased out. From my experience, these units were real work horses, highly dependable and produced excellent sound 
quality no matter what the setting.  

Digital audio recording uses a laptop or desktop computer and a software program to transfer sound to the computer’s hard 
drive and/or CDs instead of tapes. Digital units are now in place in many courtrooms and being used by freelancers as well. FTR and 
Liberty Recording are two companies in the forefront of providing and placing digital recording equipment in courtrooms, board-
rooms and reporting settings.  
 

Benefits of either analog or digital ER recording equipment are: 
 

1) Equipment monitoring by trained reporters - shorthand or computerized log notes are recorded by the ER reporter. 
Digital notations are time-linked to the corresponding audio so the task of pinpointing testimony, an objection, 
question, or answer is simplified. 

2) Speaker isolation - 4 to 8 separate microphones are used. Each voice is captured on a separate sound channel. Each 
voice can be individually isolated for accurate transcription. 

3) Playbacks - any portion of the record can be played back for the judge, counsel, the jury. The exact intonations, 
emphasis, emotion and speech patterns of the witness or deponent can be heard.  The Reporter’s log notes are 
linked to the digital recording simplifying the speed of locating and playing back portions of the record. Playback 
can also occur simultaneously without stopping the recording of proceedings.  

4) Translators - ER reporting preserves both the English and the translator=s interpretation in both languages making 
it possible to verify the accuracy of translations and the original language testimony of any witness in their birth 
language.  
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5) Accessibility -  the log notes, the recorded proceedings, and audio files can be transmitted over the Internet. The 

sound quality of the digital copy is identical to the original. Digital recording will be the basis for further enhance-
ments in speech-to-text, word/phrase searches, transcript links to exhibits and other future developments.  **  

 

HOW I  MAKE MY RECORD 
 

As an ER reporter I report a great many depositions along with arbitrations, board meetings, disciplinary hearings for vari-
ous organizations in settings with many different acoustical attributes, some excellent and some poor. For a standard deposition with 
only two attorneys and a witness, generally I use four microphones which will then record four separate voices. My microphone ca-
bles are color coded so I can easily see which person is being recorded on which channel. For an arbitration or larger hearing, I will 
use eight microphones, again all color-coded. 

 Especially in a large hearing-type situation and if it is the first time for me to meet the parties, I also prepare a seating chart 
so that at a quick glance I can identify the speaker and make a notation of that which will later make transcribing the record simple. 
In addition, I make notations of any unspoken answers by witnesses such as nods, shakes of the head or gestures indicating locations 
of injuries, estimations of size, et cetera. I make no attempt to interpret those gestures as that is the task of the attorneys making the 
record.  

I monitor my recording through headphones which enables me to listen to the testimony as it is spoken or I can listen to a 
confidence monitor, which delays the sound for a second or so, and allows me to listen to the actual recording being made. For back-
ups I use a small Olympus DS-4000 digital recorder which can record 23 hours of testimony and is then downloaded to my computer 
for preservation should it be needed  to double-check my main recording. From those digital recordings I can produce a CD contain-
ing an audio file of the deposition or hearing in either WAV or MP3 format which can be included with the transcript so the actual 
recorded voices can be heard.  In addition, I also use a small Sony handheld cassette backup just in case the other two systems would 
fail. I have never had to resort to this backup but feel that it assures a solid record.  

Finally,  I go back to my office to listen to and transcribe what I have recorded along with using my notes, my computer and 
years of experience to produce a verbatim record. I can proof the transcripts by re-listening to my recordings to check for accuracy 
and then print them, email them, ship them out.  

 

 WHICH METHOD IS BETTER? 
 

Steno reporters and voice writers also have highly trained ears. They can skillfully filter out what is noise and what is the 
record. There is no substitute for a trained Reporter no matter what the method. I do not believe that an ER recording made without 
monitoring, log notes or supervision is a safe or accurate way to record a proceeding. A trained person must be there to listen, ob-
serve, notate, and monitor.  

Senior Judge John Delaney from Texas in his 9/9/06 letter to the Clerk of the Senate Jurisprudence Committee wrote:  
 

I do not choose to engage in a debate about whether ER or stenography is better.  We’ve done that 
more often than necessary, and it only provides a distraction. The advocates of each side of this 
debate can point to failures, problems and advantages on both sides. What is better is relative to 
the needs of the individual courts.***  

 
YOUR ASTONISHING AURAL APPARATUS  

 
Are steno reporters skilled? Yes. Are voice writers skilled? Yes. Are ER Reporters skilled? Yes. The proof for any Court 

Reporter is in the transcript. We are all ears so to speak, but those are precisely trained ears and fingers that day in and day out make  
a record, distinguish between noise and what is testimony.  

We know the difference between a sneeze and sarcasm, a cough and a comment, weeping and witnessing, laughing and 
lying, a roar and a retort, tapping and testifying, a yawn and an objection, an illustration and an inaudible, a shriek and a sigh, pout-
ing and perjury, singing and swearing, a slamming door and a soft answer, papers rattling and pontification, venting and a voice, a 
baby’s cry and a No further questions. We are the ultimate listening device. For sure we’re all EARS. 
 
Information taken from: 
*  Wikipedia.com 
**  AAERT.org web site 
* **September 9, 2006 Letter from Senior District Judge John Delaney to Stephanie Hoover, Clerk, Senate Jurisprudence Committee 
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 On the evaluations, 
many of you suggested that 
we have break-out sessions in 
order to facilitate more spe-
cific discussions among re-
porters in your own area of 
reporting.  While I think that 
is a wonderful idea, I do not 
believe that we currently 
have the attendance necessary 
to make break-out sessions 
successful. A joint conven-
tion would boost numbers, 
allowing a suggestion like 
that to become a possibility. 
 Several members 
who attended the convention 
were concerned with the 
small number of vendors that 
joined us this year.  I share 
your concern and also would 
have liked to see more ven-
dors in attendance.  A joint 
convention would allow us to 
attract a number of different 
vendors from all over the 
nation that normally would 
not attend a smaller state con-
vention. 
 It was determined at 
the annual business meeting 
that Tina Clarke would con-
tinue to explore this possibil-
ity.  Based on the evaluations, 
I believe that the majority of 
the association is behind her 
in pursuing this endeavor. 
 It’ s no secret that 
several of us were nervous 
about how to proceed after 
last year’s convention was so 
successful, but I was pleas-
antly surprised by the re-
sponse.  Overall, it was a 
successful convention in at-
tendance as well as content.  
Our goal will be to make the 
annual convention better each 
year.  

 Whew! We have 
another convention under our 
belts.  The 2006 convention 
was held at the Radisson Ho-
tel in Merrillville, Indiana 
and was informative and 
helpful to almost everyone 
who attended, according to 
the evaluation results.  While 
there is always room for im-
provement in everything we 
do, most attendees were satis-
fied with the speakers, topics, 
and overall handling of this 
year’s convention. 
 One question on the 
evaluation was met with 
overwhelming enthusiasm 
which is why I thought it 
important to share this infor-
mation with you.  For those 
of you who did not attend this 
year’s convention, ISRA is in 
the early stages of collaborat-
ing with other states to pro-
duce a joint convention in 
2008.  Tina Clarke, the 2008 
convention chair and immedi-
ate past president, is in the 
process of developing this 
idea with members of state 
associations in Michigan, 
Illinois, and possibly Wiscon-
sin.   
 The benefits this 
joint convention would bring 
to ISRA are numerous.  First, 
the states pulling together 
would allow us to book big-
name, national speakers to 
address us at the convention.  
It allows for more networking 
with reporters and vendors 
from surrounding states.  It 
puts ISRA in a position to 
market a more diverse con-
vention to ALL reporters in 
our state who would not nor-
mally attend our convention, 
thus giving the association 
the membership numbers 
necessary to make changes in 
our field. 
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Outgoing Officers: (left to right) Tina Clarke DeBone, President, 
Tina Parent-Cowsert, Secretary, Marlana Haig, Convention  
Chair, Laura DePyssler, Treasurer, Alice Beals, Vice President 

Changing of the Guard:  Tami Smith, NCRA Director, swears in 
Leticia Salas as President of ISRA 

Circle City Reporting enjoys the convention 
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Joyce Shinault and Tina Clarke DeBone at the 
Fondu Cafe in Merrillville. HEY! Nobody told me I 
had to cook my own meal!!!  

Laura DePyssler, Marlana Haig and Alice Beals 
perform neck stretches to do after sitting for a while 
to help with staying flexible 

Rita Pratt, Joyce Shinault, Robin Helton and Karen 
Price stretches out wrists to combat carpal tunnel 
syndrome 

Kristen Stokes , a willing volunteer, demonstrates stetches that can be 
done anytime to help maintain muscles and eliminate muscle strains. Tami Smith, NCRA Director, speaks to 

association during lunch 

Robin Helton wins at the 
Silent Auction 



So being “number-
bar-centric,”  I wanted to get 
the skinny on this issue.  I 
wondered, what are the rea-
sons for NOT using the num-
ber bar?  I was surprised by 
the answers I received when I 
took the question to some of 
the best real-time writers in 
North America – the mem-
bers of the broadcast caption-
ers’  forum on Yahoo.   

Here is the question 
I posed to the members of the 
forum:  “ If you are a cap-
tioner who does not use the 
number bar, are you happy 
with it or do you regret not 
having been trained to use 
it?”   Than I sat back and 
waited for the responses to 
pepper in.  I was surprised 
and fascinated by some of the 
replies.  In my number-bar-
centered thinking, I expected 
to hear that all of these high-
powered, precision writers 
had embraced every inch of 
their steno machines and used 
the number bar, just like I 
did.  That could not be farther 
from the truth.  Following are 
some of the responses, both 
pro and con, on the issue of 
using the number bar.  At the 
end of the article you can find 
a sampling of four different 
writing theories, both using 
the number bar and not using 
the number bar. 
 
Ditching the Number Bar 

 
Captioner Sandra 

German, RDR, CRR, CCP, 
CBC,  CPE, CSR(A), from 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 
writes:  “My first employer 
after graduating from court 
reporting school 27 years ago 
showed me how to do my 

numbers from 1 to 100 in one 
stroke without using the num-
ber bar, and I’ve used that 
method ever since.  I was 
never confident with my 
numbers using the number 
bar, especially the 1 and 9, 
with my weak pinkie fingers, 
and I had to always rely on a 
tape recorder to ensure accu-
racy.  And by using both 
hands to write the numbers 
with words, I‘ve never had 
stacking issues with my num-
bers!  If I misstroke the steno, 
it is easier to figure out too.  
And I’m able to use number 
theories with the dollar sign, 
commas, decimals, etc., with-
out any problems.”  

CART provider/
reporter Cathryn Bauer, RPR, 
CSR, from the San Francisco 
Bay Area agrees.  She adds, 
“ I learned to use the number 
bar, and I now regret the 
hours I spent trying to build 
up speed on it.  It never felt 
natural to me.  I wish I’d lis-
tened to that now, particularly 
since I knew at the time there 
were plenty of reporters who 
didn’ t use it.  I don’ t think 
I’ve used the thing in the four 
plus years I’ve been report-
ing.”  

Another person who 
learned the number bar in 
school but made a conscious 
decision to eliminate it from 
her theory is captioner Maria 
Siatkowski, RPR, CRR, 
CBC, from Butler, Pennsyl-
vania.  She remarks about the 
misstrokes she had when us-
ing the number bar:  “ I 
learned to use my number bar 
when I was in court reporting 
school, but I wish I had 
learned a different method.  It 
is way too easy to bump the 

number next to the number 
that you want.  I used to drag 
my –L key a lot, so I made it 
less sensitive and then I 
would have to really press 
down on the 8 key or it 
wouldn’ t come out.  So my 
advice is if you can get away 
with not using the number 
bar, go for it.”  

Jennifer M. Bon-
filio, RMR, CBC, from New 
Jersey, never learned the 
number bar in school, and she 
says, “ I have been successful 
in court reporting, CART, as 
well as captioning.  Some 
years ago, I developed a 
numbers theory based on 
what I learned in school that 
works for realtime…I have a 
way to write 1 through 10 in 
words and another way when 
I want digits.”   You can see a 
sampling of Bonfilio’s num-
bers theory at the end of  this 
article. 

Some reporters/
captioners are so confident in 
their decisions not to use the 
number bar, they have even 
gone to the extreme of re-
moving it completely from 
their machines.  This is the 
case with Katie Langgle from 
California who tells me  “ I 
just purchased my Mira and 
had the number bar removed 
so it doesn’ t get in my way.  I 
have never regretted not be-
ing trained to use the number 
bar.”    

Another captioner 
who took the number bar off 
completely is Juline Bajada, 
RPR, CRR,  from Portland, 
Oregon.  She says,  “ I re-
ported for nine years and 
have been captioning for 
eight, no problems.  The only 
reason I sometimes think I’d 

Do you use the num-
ber bar?  I thought most of us 
did, whether we were court 
reporters, CART providers, 
captioners, or practicing 
some other profession using 
the steno machine.  But my 
opinion has changed on the 
subject after speaking with a 
student recently. 

Christina 
Birbalsingh, a student who 
lives and attends school in 
Toronto, Canada, wrote to me 
that her court reporting 
school was advising against 
the use of the number bar.  
She wanted to know my opin-
ion on the issue.  Admittedly, 
I was biased on the subject.   
I had been trained in school 
to use the number bar and 
have continued to use it, 
without many problems.  
Why, I asked, is this student’s 
school recommending against 
it?  In my way of thinking, 
they were ignoring a possible 
tool in our arsenal against fast
-talking, number-crunching 
witnesses such as economists 
and accountants, or, in the 
case of captioners, those 
windy weather forecasters on 
our evening news.  In addi-
tion, despite the number bar’s 
obvious use in helping us 
write our numbers efficiently, 
doesn’ t the number bar offer 
us more opportunities to re-
solve conflicts when used in 
conjunction with letters on 
the keyboard?  On the other 
hand, I could understand the 
school’s logic:   We some-
times hit the number bar acci-
dentally, creating misstrokes.   
It is also much easier to re-
construct a letter-formed out-
line for a number than it is a 
number-formed outline.   
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home row, and I find that that 
cuts down on errors, for me.”  

 
Making a Case for  the 

Number Bar 
 

The question I posed 
above was intended to elicit 
responses from only those 
who do not use the number 
bar. Even though there were 
many responses in favor of 
not using the number bar, I 
assume that the majority of 
the steno writers out there 
still incorporate it into their 
writing theories in some fash-
ion.   So after receiving re-
sponses to the query above, I 
decided to ask the pro-
number bar users to chime in.  
Here are some of the re-
sponses I received: 

Laura Brewer, RDR/
CRR, CBC, CCP, a CART 
provider from Los Altos, 
California and 2005 NCRA 
Real-time Contest Champion, 
writes, “ I love using my num-
ber bar and find that it is 
more accurate and easier for 
me than writing numbers out.  
I very rarely make a mistake 
with my numbers, and when I 
do, it is most likely not hit-
ting the number bar, so it is 
highly accurate and easy to 
read.”  

Brewer goes on to 
say, “Having the number bar 
provides 10X more choices 
for how to write things – any-
thing!   I changed the way I 
write numbers to incorporate 
Ed Varallo’s E reverses, U 
doubles, and EU forms an 
ordinal. (See The Real-Time 
Writer’s Manual, A Common-
Sense Guide for Court Re-
porters, by J. Edward 
Varallo, Brewster Road 
Press, Boston, 1992).   I also 
use the number bar for 
speaker IDs (1-6789 is 
speaker one, 2-6789 is 
speaker two, etc.).”     

But perhaps cap-
tioner Michelle Najarian from 
Boston summed up the opin-
ions of number bar users the 

best when she asked, “Why 
one would go to the trouble 
to relearn how to write num-
bers when the numerals are 
all right there in front of you?  
When I want to write num-
bers in words, I write them in 
steno; when I want to write 
numbers in digits, I used the 
number bar.  It doesn’ t get 
any easier than that, does it?”  

  
Sample number  theor ies for  

non-number  bar  users 
 

Jennifer Benfilio, 
Sandra German, and Laura 
Brewer have graciously al-
lowed me to reprint a sam-
pling of their writing theories 
using numbers.  And to bal-
ance out the number bar users 
and nonusers equally, I have 
added my own number writ-
ing theory to the mix.  Ben-
filio and German are not 
number bar users.  Brewer 
and I are number bar users.  
As noted above, Brewer has 
incorporated Ed Varallo’s 
technique of number reversal 
by inserting an R (08R is 80) 
and number doubling by in-
serting the U (U8 is 88).  She 
writes years in the 1900s by 
using the SK and K letters 
with her numbers.  Thus, 
1989 is SK89 and K89 is ’89.  
Years in the 2000s are written 
in the same fashion using GS 
and G.  As for Roman numer-
als, most of us just write the 
letter of the alphabet (i.e., I-
FPLT for Roman numeral 1, 
V-FPLT for Roman numeral 
5, etc.), however, I have used 
the Varallo method of writing 
RO*EM/1 for Roman nu-
meral I, RO*EM/5 for Ro-
man numeral V, and so on 

 

 
See Chart on page 12 

 
German, Bonfilio, 

Brewer and I all use the 
Eclipse CAT system.  One of 
Eclipse’s features is the num-
ber conversion tool which the 
user can, to a certain extent, 
individualize.  It helps with 
putting hyphens in phone 
numbers and Social Security 
numbers or flipping the dollar 
sign to the beginning of the 
dollar amount and many 
other conventions using num-
bers. All of us but German 
have number conversion acti-
vated to one extent or the 
other. 

As you can see, 
there are many ways in which 
one can write numbers, with 
or without the number bar.  If 
you don’ t use the number bar 
and are looking for better 
ways to write some of your 
numbers, I hope I have listed 
some options for you.  If you 
use the number bar, I hope I 
have provided some new 
ways to efficiently write your 
numbers while using the 
number bar.  Many thanks to 
all the reporters/captioners 
who contributed their 
thoughts and/or their writing 
theories in order to help me 
write this article. 
 

like to use it is for the added 
keystroke possibilities or 
doing Roman numerals.  But 
again, I’ve gotten by just fine 
without it and don’ t intend to 
put it back on.”   
 Captioner and 
CART provider Louise 
Becker, RPR, CRR, CBC, 
CCP, from Olympia, Wash-
ington, is happy with her de-
cision not to use the number 
bar (and has even provided 
CART for a couple of ac-
counting classes) but she has 
a different twist on removing 
it completely from her ma-
chine:  “Rather than remove 
the number bar from my 
Stentura 400, I simply ad-
justed it so that it doesn’ t do 
anything if I hit it by acci-
dent.”  

And sometimes, as 
Jill from Texas writes, neces-
sity is truly the mother of 
invention.  She was trained to 
use the number bar in school 
and used it for about five 
years until one horrible day in 
court, when her number bar 
suddenly stopped working.  
“ I started writing very simply 
the numbers as words, like 1 
= WUPB, 2 = TWO and so 
forth.  I redefined them to be 
numerals stuck together in-
stead of words written out.  I 
changed the way I wrote the 
written-out word numbers by 
adding a D to the stroke.  I 
also defined a macro that 
would turn any number into a 
word.”   Jill added that now 
that she is on Eclipse, she 
takes advantage of the auto-
matic number conversion 
which probably eliminates 
the need for all of her previ-
ous definitions for numbers, 
but it was a life-saver at the 
time. 

Jill continues, “ I 
have no regrets about not 
using the number bar.  I liken 
it to not using the mouse, but 
instead, using the keyboard 
commands.  It allows you to 
keep your fingers on the 
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  German Benfilio Brewer  Wollenweber  
1  W*UN  WUN  1  1 
2  TAO*U/TWO  TU  2  2 
3  THRAO*E  THRAOE  3  3 
4  FOUR  FOER  4  4 
5  FAOIFRB  FAOEUF  5  5 
6  SIX  SIX  6  6 
7  SEFN  SEFP  7  7 
8  A* IT  AET  8  8 
9  N* IN  NIN  9  9 
10  TEN  TEN  10  10 

One  WOIN or WUN  WUFPLT  WUN WUN  
Two  TAOU  TUFPLT  TWO  TWO 
Three  THRAOE  THRAOEFPLT  THRE  THRAOE 
Four  FOUFR  FOERFPLT  FOUR  FOUR 
Five  FOIFRB  FAOEUFPLT  F* IF  FAOEUFRB or FAOEUF 
Six  SOIX  SIFPLT  SIX  SIX 

Seven  SOIFN or S*EN  SEFPLT  SEFN  SEFN 
Eight  OIT or AET  AEFPLT  AI  AIT 
Nine  NOIN  NIFPLT  NIN  NAOEUN 
Ten  TOIN  TEFPLT  TEN  TEN 
20  TW*ENT  TWENT  20  20 
21  TW*UN  TWUN  12E  TWUN 
30  TH*IRT  THIRT  30  30 
32  THRAO*  THRU  23E  3/2 
40  FO*RT  FROERT  40  40 
43  FRAO*E  FRE  34E  4/3 
50  F* IFT or V* IFT  V-FT  50  50 
54  VO*UR  VOER  45E  5/4 
60  S* IXT  SKIKT  0E6  6/0 
65  SKAO*IF  SKAOEUF  5E6  6/5 
70  SF*ENT  STP-T  0E7  7/0 
76  SF* IX  SFIX  E67  7/6 
80  Y*T  Y-T  0E8  8/0 
87  Y*EFN  YEFP  E78  8/7 
90  NAO*INT  NINT  0E9  9/0 
98  NA*IT  NAET  E89  9/8 
100  WUN/HURN  WUN/HUN  1/AO  1/HUN 
1000  WUN/THOURN  WUN/THOU  1OUZ or 1/THOUZ  1/THOU 

1 million  WUN/M*L  WUN M-L  WUN/M-L or 1/M-L  1/M-L 
1 billion  WUN/B*L  WUN B-L  WUN/ B-L or 1/B-L  1/B-L 

1995  NAOEN/NAOIF  NAOEUN/NIF  SK5E9  SNAOEUF 
2006  TWO*IX  TAOUJ/SIX  6-GS  TWIX 
‘95  A*E/NAOIF  N* IF  K5E9  E9/5 
‘06  A*E/SIX  *0/SIX  6-G  0E6 
70s  SFENT/S-RBGS  SF-T/*-S  0E7/-S  7/0S 
‘90s  A*E/NAOINT/S-RBGS  N* INT/*-S  K0E9/-S  E9/0S 
1st  WUN/-*S  F* IRS or 1/F*T  1EU  1U 
5th  FAOIF/-*T  FIF/-J  5EU  5U 

3rd  THRAOE/-RD  TH*IRD or THRAOE/-RD  3EU  3U 
3:30  3/KLON/THIRT  THRAOEK/K-L/THIRT  3-RBGS/30  3K/30 
10:00  TEN/KLAUK  TEN/K-L  10-K  TEFK or TEN/OK 
6©7"  SIX/POINT/SEFN  SIX/F-T/SEFP  N/A  6/EU7 
8%  A* IGT/PERS  AET/P-RS  8/P*-RS  8/PERS 
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goal is to have this imple-
mented by May of 2007.  
There is much work and de-
tails to iron out, but am doing 
my best to meet my goal.  We 
hope to get a mailing out to 
you in late January to all re-
porters that we know are in 
the state so that they can bet-
ter themselves personally by 
taking these certification 
tests.   
 Court reporting is a 
passion of mine.  It’ s not just 
a hobby, it’ s my life.  I’m an 
advocate for steno reporting; 
and an advocate of certifica-
tion, whatever method it is 
that you use.  It’ s discourag-
ing to hear of bad court re-
porters, especially when it 
comes from an attorney.  My 
reasons for pursuing certifica-
tion is not to shut out ERs or 
stenographers or take their 
jobs, but to bring up the mini-
mum standard and show nay-
sayers that we are worth the 

compensation that we so 
rightfully deserve.  We work 
hard by day in court and in 
depos; and by night, we’ re 
working hard to get out that 
expedite or rush job or trying 
to catch up. 
 I was never forced 
to get my certification, but it 
was a goal of mine to better 
myself; I took the test for me.  
I wanted to prove to me and 
my clients that I’m a highly 
skilled and trained reporter.  
Don’ t you want to offer your 
clients the same?  Why not 
make it a personal goal of 
yours?  Why not try to better 
yourself just a little more?  I 
frankly don’ t understand 
those that have no interest in 
the profession other than get-
ting a paycheck.  Why should 
they care?  There’s no certifi-
cation here and they’ re earn-
ing a living.  They are not 
advocates of the profession.  
And if they break an ethical 

rule, what happens?  Nothing.  
They keep on working.   
 It’ s a fascinating 
field we work in.  We interact 
with different people on a 
daily basis.  We are a unique 
bunch!  Why not make your-
self more unique and of a 
higher rank by certifying 
yourself?  Let’s not keep 
Indiana in the low ranks of 
certification nationally.  If we 
don’ t start certifying our-
selves, our non-certified, out-
of-state counterparts are go-
ing to start chipping away at 
our paychecks.  And ERs, 
these counterparts will also 
be vying for your positions as 
well.  Show your judges and 
staff that you’ re serious about 
your position and go above 
and beyond the call and re-
quirements, get certified!  
Your clients will be im-
pressed, too! 

I’ve been bumped to the back 
of the newsletter, and I’m 
okay with that!  I thought 
with my term expiring, I 
would have more time on my 
hands for play; boy, was I 
wrong!  I think I’ve got more 
going on now than when I 
was president and newsletter 
editor!  I’m an online speed-
building instructor and my 
class grows each week. I’m 
currently up to 24 students!  
I’m looking forward to these 
students becoming great re-
porters! 
 In my continuing 
efforts to promote higher 
standards of court reporting 
in our state, I’m working on 
certification testing by work-
ing jointly with NCRA and 
AAERT.  NCRA will provide 
their RPR for us to utilize it 
as our CSR test.  AAERT is 
willing to set up and offer 
testing on the same day the 
RPR and CSR is offered.  My 
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speaker was Mark Levin.  He 
was great!  He spoke to us 
about “Painting a Brighter 
Future Through Membership 
Recruitment.”   In today’s 
membership environment, 
people value time as much or 
more than money!   Have you 
ever asked someone to volun-
teer and the first thing they 
ask you is, “How much time 
is it going to take?” 
 
When you try to communi-
cate with members, talk to 
them as individuals, not as   
fellow members. 
 
In most organizations, mem-
bers would rather talk to each 
other than to the organization. 
 
Image and Impact are two 
critical factors in gaining 
members’  continuing support. 

mean pouring rain.  As we’ re 
waiting to depart, I’m think-
ing how thankful I am to be 
inside and out of the rain. 
  I hear our flight 
called, I grab my laptop case, 
and start to board our plane.  
As we’re walking toward the 
gate I realize, oh, my good-
ness the plane is very small.  
Then I realize, oh, my good-
ness, we have to walk outside 
to board the plane, in the rain.  
Here I am, standing on the 
steps in the pouring rain wait-
ing for the people in front of 
me to board. I board the 
plane, I find my seat, and I 
thank God I made it. 
 An hour and a half 
later, we arrive in Washing-
ton, D.C.   Guess what?  It’ s 
still raining, pouring rain.  Of 
course, we have to walk out-
side, again, to get off the 

plane. 
 We grab our luggage 
and head out to get a taxi.  
And of course, it’ s still rain-
ing. 
 We arrive at the Ritz 
Carlton Hotel, very fancy 
hotel, and as I’m walking up 
to the front desk to register, I 
look like a drowned rat.  And 
of course, Leticia feels the 
need to take my picture.  
Great! 
  Now we’ re at lead-
ership, and let me take a few 
minutes to tell you how won-
derful it was, and what I 
learned, and what a wonder-
ful time I had.  There are 
many, many topics I could 
tell you about, but I better 
only pick one topic or Rita 
won’ t have enough room in 
the newsletter. 
 Our very first 

As I’m getting ready 
to leave for leadership, I’m 
the typical court reporter, 
thinking about all the deposi-
tions I need to turn in before I 
leave. 
 I was lucky enough 
not to have a job the day be-
fore I was to leave, but I had 
to pack, I had to get my fam-
ily settled, and I had to finish 
a 150-page deposition.  Fi-
nally, I went to bed at 1:30 
a.m. 
 At 6:00 a.m., my 
alarm clock goes off.  I’ve 
had four-and-a-half hours of 
sleep.  So I get up, I get 
dressed, I get the cat out of 
my suitcase, I deliver my 
deposition, I get in my car 
and I’m on my way to pick 
up Leticia. 
 We arrive at the 
airport and it’ s pouring, I 
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Rain and a small plane starts out our trip on the right foot. 

A great welcome at NCRA Headquarters in Virginia 



 
 “Craft a Member-
ship Experience”  
 More than anything 
else, members want empathy. 
 The member/
prospect begins making value 
judgments with the first con-
tact. 
 Never believe that 
you have 12 months to con-
vince members to renew. 
            Pay special attention 
to your most at risk members 
– members that do not renew. 
  Personalize as much 
of your member interaction 
as you can. 
 Always close the 
loop on member communica-
tions. 
    Lead by example. 
 Publicize your Alli-
ance leader role whenever 
and wherever you can. 
 Never underestimate 
the WOW factor in member-
ship development. 
 To wrap this up, 
remember the three F’s.  
FEEL – I know exactly how 

you feel. 
FELT – I felt the same way 
myself.  FOUND – I found 
that joining ISRA was the 
best investment I ever made. 
 As treasurer of  
ISRA, I have several goals 
for the next two years.  One 
of my goals is that I would 
like to build up our member-
ship, and I can’ t do it alone.  I 
need your help in doing this.  
Ask your fellow court report-
ers if they are members of 
ISRA.  If not, encourage 
them to become a member.  
There are lots of reasons to 
become a member of  ISRA.  
Let me just give you four 
reasons real quick.  1.  Gain 
recognition.  2.  Gain access 
to continuing education.  3. 
Advancement in your career.   
4.  Membership discounts.  
And I’m sure you can come 
up with other reasons to join 
ISRA. 
  In closing, I’m so 
thankful I had an opportunity 
to attend leadership.  Every 
member of ISRA should be-

come a board member just to 
be able to go to leadership.  
What a fantastic experience!  
It was so wonderful to meet 
other court reporters from 
other states.  Everyone was 
so very friendly.  It was so 
very interesting to find out 
how other states operate, how 
they conduct their conven-
tion, how they try to get 
members, et cetera. 
 
 NCRA was very 
kind to us.  They put on a 
first-class leadership pro-
gram.  The staff was very 
friendly and it was great to 
take a tour of the NCRA 
headquarters. 
 
 Thank you, Mem-
bers, for allowing me to be 
your Treasurer! 

If your organization is going 
to attract and keep members, 
it will have to somehow en-
gage those people in the or-
ganization. 
   
Face the facts – some of our 
members aren’ t going to 
show up. 
            Members are becom-
ing less tolerant of our short-
comings. 
            Find out what your 
members already know, and 
then don’ t tell them that! 
  
 “Paint a Picture That 
Others Will Want!”  
  Part of the frustra-
tion of being an organiza-
tional leader is that others 
don’ t seem to think that 
membership is so important.  
Maybe they just don’ t see 
things the way you do.  Get-
ting your Organization’s mes-
sage across effectively is 
critical to gaining support.  
Think about five basic rea-
sons why YOU think some-
one should join ISRA today. 
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Learned a lot 

Had Fun 

Became better leaders 
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Name____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 Last     First    Middle 
 
Ad-
dress____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 Street    City   State   Zip 
 
Phone: Home (        )                        Work (        )                                             Fax (        )__________________                                                  
 
E-mail Address___________________________________________________________ 
 
Please check appropr iate desired membership: 
 
_____Professional ($40.00) per year.  ISRA BYLAWS, ITEM I – Section 2(a):  The following classes or per-
sons shall be eligible for professional membership in this association:  Any reputable and competent shorthand 
reporter who is an official court or legislative stenographer or actively engaged in the profession of law report-
ing or general shorthand reporting.  A competent shorthand reporter shall mean a reporter who possesses one 
of the following qualifications:  Is either an Indiana CSR, a CSR from any other state, a holder of an RPR or 
RMR from NCRA, a certified stenographic broadcast captioner, or stenographic CART provider.   
 
______Par ticipating ($40.00) per year.  ISRA BYLAWS ITEM I – Section 2(b):  The following classes or 
persons shall be eligible for participating membership in this association:  Any reputable and competent short-
hand reporter who is an official court or legislative stenographer or actively engaged in the profession of law 
reporting or general shorthand reporting and have graduated from a “ recognized”  shorthand reporting school 
but does not hold a CSR from Indiana or any other state and does not hold an RPR or RMR from NCRA. 
 
_____Associate ($30.00) per year.  ISRA BYLAWS ITEM I – Section 2(c):  The following classes or persons 
shall be eligible for associate membership in this association:  A teacher of verbatim stenographic reporting or 
anyone connected in an official capacity with a school or college conducting a verbatim stenographic reporting 
course shall be eligible to become an associate member.  Such persons need not meet the requirements for skill 
in the art of reporting proceedings.  Any person who has been certified by NCRA as a Certified Legal Video 
Specialist (CLVS) shall be eligible to become an associate member; any person interested in the preservation, 
support, and advancement of the field of verbatim stenographic reporting, but not in any way actively engaged 
in the verbatim stenographic reporting of proceedings, who is not otherwise eligible for membership, shall be 
eligible to become an associate member. 
 
______Retired (Exempt).  ISRA BYLAWS, ITEM I – Section 2(e):  Any professional or participating mem-
ber in good standing upon retiring from the active practice of verbatim stenographic reporting shall be eligible 
to become a retired member of this association. 
 
_______Student ($15.00) Any person who is currently enrolled and attending a court reporting program.   
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Please provide answers to the following questions: 
 
REPORTER APPLICANTS: 
 
Are you:  FREELANCE________ OFFICIAL________ OTHER (describe)________________ 
 
How long have you been reporting?________________________________________________ 
 
Do you use electronic recording equipment? ________Yes ________No 
If yes, please explain____________________________________________________________ 
 
Official Reporter for which court:__________________________________________________ 
Judge’s name:_______________________________ Phone number______________________ 
 
Freelance Reporter for which firm:_________________________________________________ 
Contact person:______________________________ Phone number______________________ 
 
Notary Public___  RPR____  RMR____ CRR ____ RDR ____ CSR ____ State_____________ 
 
Are you a member of NCRA?  Yes _____ No ______ 
Any other State Association?   Yes _____ No ______     If yes, which state?___________ 
Are you interested in ISRA’s voluntary CSR?    Yes ______   No ______ 
Do you support a mandatory CSR?    Yes _______  No ______ 
What areas of CEUs would you be interested in attending workshops:______________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
STUDENT APPLICANTS: 
Reporting school which you are now attending:_______________________________________ 
Address of school:______________________________________________________________ 
Phone number_________________________________Contact person ____________________ 
What level are you writing now? Beginner ____ Intermediate ____ High Speed _____________ 
          Speed/Words per minute____________________________ 
 
TEACHER APPLICANTS: 
Reporting school which you are now teaching at:___________________________________ 
Address of school:___________________________________________________________ 
Phone number of school:________________________Contact Person:_________________ 
What courses do you teach?____________________________________________________ 
 
I certify that all of the foregoing data is true and correct.  I understand that any false or misleading statement 
shall be grounds for automatic expulsion from the Indiana Shor thand Repor ters Association. 
 
Date:________________________  ____________________________________ 
      SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT 
 
Make checks payable to: 
ISRA      ____________________________________ 
Robin Helton, Treasurer    ISRA Member in Good Standing 
P.O. Box 877 
Fishers, IN 46038 
317-577-0593 
treasurer@insra.net 
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As you sit here  SWUR 
As we sit here   SWER 
As you sit here today  SWURT 
As we sit here today  SWERT 
 
Educate   YAET 
Education   YAEGS 
Educational   YAEL 
Educated   YAETD 
Educating   YAEGT 
 
Standard of care  STAIRK 
Standard practice  STRAK 
Standards of care  STAIRKS 
Care and treatment  KAIRMT 
 
Blood clot   BLAOT 
Blood pressure  BLAOP 
Blood sugar   BLAOS 
Blood test   BLAOT 
Bloodstream   BLAEM 
 
Effective   FEF 
Effectively   FEFL 
 
Supervise   SPR-F 
Supervises   SPR-FS 
Supervisor   SPR-FR 
Supervisory   SPR-IFR 
Supervision   SPR-FGS 
 
Is it your opinion  STURP 
Is it your opinion that  STAURP 
In your opinion  NURP 
  
Radiculopathy   ROP 
Neuropathy   NOP 
 
Look like   LAOL 
Looks like   LAOLS 
Looked like   LAOLD 
 
Dining room   D-RM 
Living room   L-RM 
Bathroom   BA-RM 
Bedroom   B-RM 
Family room   F-RM 
Rest room   RE-RM 

 -bedroom   B*RM 
Emergency room  -ERM 
Operating room  PROA-M 
Examination room  X-RM 
Delivery room   DL-RM 
Recovery room  R-RM 
Labor room   LA-RM 
Classroom   KL-RM 
Conference room  KR-RM or K-RM 
 
Fellowship   FLOIP 
Friendship   FROIP 
Leadership   LOIP 
Scholarship   SKLOIP 
Relationship   ROIP 
Companionship  KPAIP 
 
Something like that  SLAP 
Anything like that  NAT 
Things like that  TLAT 
 
Whether you are  WHRUR 
Whether you are the  WHRURT 
Whether you were  WHRURP 
Whether you were the  WHRURPT 
Whether he was  WHREFS 
Whether she was  WHR*EFS 
 
Can you spell that  KUFPT 
Could you spell that  KOFPT 
Would you spell that  WOUFPT 
Do you spell that  DAOUFPT 
Did you spell that  DUFPT 
How do you spell that  HAOUFPT 
Will you spell that  LUFPT 
 
2000    TOURM 
2001    TWUN 
2002    TWAOU 
2003    TWRAOE 
2004    TWOUR 
2005    TWOIF 
2006    TWIX 
2007    TWEFN 
2008    TWAIT 
2009    TWAOIN 
2010    TWEN  
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CLASSIFIED ADS 
 

HELP NEEDED: FOR A CART REPORTER IN 
THE INDY AREA. WILLING TO PROVIDE 
TRAINING. PLEASE CONTACT KATHY CORTO-
PASSI AT KATHYCORT@SBCGLOBAL.NET 

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA:  Busy, well-
established firm has immediate opening for experi-
enced freelance reporter(s).  Paid twice monthly.  Ex-
cellent income potential.  90% deposition work.  Real-
time preferable.  Please fax resume to 317-231-6062  
or call 317-635-7857 

FOR SALE: Stentura 8000LX with leather keys, 
extra battery, battery charger.  $2,600.  317-635-7857 
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DID YOU KNOW that Indiana Shorthand Reporters 
Association has a voluntary CSR certification pro-
gram?  If you currently hold certification through 
NCRA or any other state, you can become a voluntary 
CSR.  For more information, contact Marlana Haig at 
vice-president@INSRA.net. 

 
LOOKING for official or freelance reporters in the 
State of Indiana to become members of ISRA.  Recruit 
your coworkers to join ISRA today.  See 
www.insra.net for information and application 

SHOW YOUR PRIDE  
VISIT OUR STORE AT  

WWW.CAFEPRESS.COM/ISRA 
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YOU MAY NEED A PASSPORT 
 
Take a look at the new laws concerning travel in 
North America and the Bahamas.  Normal delivery is 
$97 for 6 week turnaround and up to as much as $100 
extra if you need  it expedited. 
 
Washington – The U.S. Department of Homeland Se-
curity (DHS) and U.S. Department of State announced 
today the official requirement for citizens of the 
United States, Canada, Mexico, and Bermuda to pre-
sent a passport to enter the United States when arriv-
ing by air from any part of the Western Hemisphere 
beginning January 23, 2007.  
 
A separate proposed rule addressing land and sea 
travel will be published at a later date proposing spe-
cific requirements for travelers entering the United 
States through land and sea border crossings. As early 
as January 1, 2008, U.S. citizens traveling between the 
United States and Canada, Mexico, Central and South 
America, the Caribbean, and Bermuda by land or sea 
will be required to present a valid U.S. passport or 
other documents as determined by the Department of 
Homeland Security. While recent legislative changes 
permit a later deadline, the departments of State and 
Homeland Security are working to meet all require-
ments as soon as possible. Ample advance notice will 
be provided to enable the public to obtain acceptable 
documents for land and sea entries.  Those wishing to 
view the final rule may visit www.dhs.gov or 
travel.state.gov.  
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February 24-27, 2007 - NCRA Legislative Boot Camp 2007 Training  
 
March 30 - April 1, 2007 - NCRA Mid-Year Conference - Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada 
 
August 9-12, 2007 - NCRA Annual Convention - Dallas, TX 
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TO: 


